
 

 

The Congregational Church of Westborough 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

West Main & Church Streets, Westborough, Massachusetts    

 
 
 
 
 

 “Scrooge and Love!” 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

 
WE WELCOME VISITORS AND NEWCOMERS! 

We are an “Open and Affirming” Church 
 

Available are nursery care, large print bulletins, and an elevator. 
 

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiN0NKNurrQAhVEKCYKHQ4HCwUQjRwIBw&url=http://esolepacks.com/a-christmas-carol/&psig=AFQjCNFuOpF6RfhQ2Cw2AGZ88BBmdnaudw&ust=1479838463523630


1 

 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF WESTBOROUGH 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Dec 11, 2016                                                                                10:00 AM 

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

“This is a church of the Holy Spirit! Whatever your spiritual disposition - skeptic, seeker, 

follower - we welcome you and pray that you might hear something of the Good News today!” 
 

*The congregation is invited to stand. 
 

PRELUDE “O Wondrous Star” arr. John Troutman 
 

WELCOME!  Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani 
 

COME TOGETHER, ONE AND ALL, IN THE GIVING SPIRIT. 

GIFTS ABOUND HERE, GREAT AND SMALL, JOYOUSLY WE FEEL IT. 

BLESSING SENT US FROM ABOVE GUIDE US ON OUR WAY. 

WE RAISE OUR VOICE AS WE REJOICE, BOW OUR HEAD AND PRAY. 

A MIRACLE HAS JUST BEGUN.  GOD BLESS US EVERYONE! 
 

LEADER: During Advent, we are on a journey that takes a look at how God blesses each and 

every one of us with the ability to be transformed.  The chimes of the clock-tower 

bells in Dickens’ classic, A Christmas Carol, provided a wakeup call for Ebenezer 

Scrooge and turned him from his resentment, fear and isolation.  Each week, we hear 

the bells ring just as Scrooge did on that transformative night… 
 

*LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  The Fitzgibbons 
 

Leader:  On this third Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of Love. 
 

People: The candle of Love is lit for God’s Love which comes to us through the infant 

Jesus. 
 

Leader: Like an infant, love is vulnerable. The power of its attraction is in its innocence. Its 

presence is a gift because it holds nothing back. 
 

 (please pause until the candles have been lit) 
 

All: Loving God, as these candles are lit, light our lives with the tranquility of Your 

peace, and the spirit of Your joy that cannot be contained.  Magnify Your love 

within us this day so that we go forth bearing Your love and seeking Your light 

in all. Amen. 

  

*OPENING SONG #162 “What Child Is This” Traditional English Tune  

 Led by JoySpring GREENSLEEVES  
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  SERVICE OF THE WORD AND RESPONSE 

 

CHILDREN’S CHIMES AND BELLS (first verse of each)  directed by Sue Menzel 
 

  “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” Sussex Carol 

  “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella” Traditional French Carol 

   arr. by M.L. Thompson 
 

CHILDREN’S SCRIPTURE Psalm 92:1-4 (pew Bible page 478) 

 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN  Linda Hartley 

 

ANTHEM “Mary, How Could You Have Known?” Sally K. Albrecht  

 Chancel Choir & Jay Althouse 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Paul Sangree 
 

*THE LORD'S PRAYER (Debts)   
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 

 

OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 
 

Invitation:  Let us bring our gifts before God with joy and thanksgiving! 
 

(In each of our pews today is a black friendship book which we encourage you to fill out and 

pass to the person next to you during the offering.  If you have been with us before, just put 

down your name, but if you are new today, please let us know who you are.  If you can, 

please leave the sheet on the top of the book at the end of the pew. Thanks!) 
 

Offertory Anthem “You Are My All in All” Dennis Jernigan  

 JoySpring 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Unison) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Loving God, use these gifts and our lives that we may serve You and one another in love.  In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

SERMON SCRIPTURE Luke 1:39-56 (pew Bible page 831) 
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SERMON “Here am I!  Ghost of Christmas Present” Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani   

 

*SENDING HYMN #517 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” BEECHER  

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

   Leader:  We are a community of: 

   PEOPLE:  OPEN DOORS-AND GROWING FAITH! 
 

*POSTLUDE  JoySpring 
 

Nancy Hubbard greeted you this morning and served as liturgist. 

Audrey Lord and Joan Truesdell are Deacons of the day. 
 

OPEN DOORS – GROWING FAITH! 

This is our vision statement.  It speaks to our desire to open our doors to all of God’s children, 

and to have all of the love and acceptance that is in this place flow out of our doors for the 

community and beyond.  Our hope is also to grow faith in kids, youth and adults so that we can 

walk together in Jesus’ way, led by the Holy Spirit. Join us! 
 

Join us for refreshments and fellowship downstairs after worship! 
 

PRAYERS & CELEBRATIONS FOR DEC 11, 2016 
 

Continued Prayers: Dee Mumby (Cathie Achorn’s mother); Jane Kruse; Maciej Moskal; Ted Jaworski’s 

mother Gina and his sister Liz; Dick Birch; Helena Engberg 
 

Celebrations: Celebrating Kathy Leblanc being named “Volunteer of the Year” by the Community Land 

Trust. 

Prayer requests: You can place prayer concerns on the church’s email distribution list at 

eprayers@uccwestboro.org.  If you would like a prayer request included in today’s service, please let a 

Deacon know prior to the start of worship.  Prayers will remain listed for 8 weeks.  If you would like a 

prayer renewed, please call the church office.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

                                       CHRISTMAS CAROLING – TODAY AT 4:30! 
Come to one of the most popular activities.  People of all ages are invited! It's a great way 
to spend time with our youth and the shut in people enjoy our visits.  Meet us next Sunday 
in the Vestry at 4:30 PM for Pizza, Caroling at 5:00 PM.  Bring your Santa hat or reindeer 
antlers and your jingle bells. Then afterwards we have hot chocolate and fellowship.  If you 

have questions call Cathie Achorn at 508-380-8671, or talk to a Parish Life Committee Member- Nancy 
Cook, Leigh Walker, Cathy Purcell, or Linda Borglund. 
 

NEW TO THE CHURCH? 

Join us today for an informal get together at 11:15 in the Chapel downstairs.  Kids are welcome!  Nursery 

care is provided for those who need it.  See you there! 

mailto:eprayers@uccwestboro.org
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PARKING OPTIONS 

Please know that in addition to parking in our lot or on the street, you can park next door in the library 

parking spaces on Parkman St., or behind the Forbes building next to the library.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 

SERMON AND BIBLE STUDY EVERY SUNDAY AT 9AM 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9AM in the Chapel downstairs for a Bible Study focused on 

the sermon Scripture of the day!  We always have a great conversation! There will be no Bible study 

on Dec 25
th

 and Jan 1
st
. 

 

A CELTIC HARP CONCERT – DEC 15
TH

  

Save the date! This Thursday, Dec. 15
th

 at 7 PM in the Chapel.  All are welcome! Bring a friend, neighbor, 

loved ones, family members and journey back in time:  A Celtic Christmas: Music and stories from 

Ireland, Scotland and the Isle of Man. Performed by Thom Dutton the Troubadour Harper.  

 

MISSIONS –  VOC SPECIAL OFFERING 

The special offering envelopes “Christmas Fund (VOC)” is collected the last Sunday before Christmas, this 

year Dec. 18
th

.  This offering provides financial assistance to retired and active UCC authorized ministers 

and lay employees and their surviving spouses. The “VOC” stands for Veterans of the Cross.  For those of 

you with offering envelope booklets, there is an enveloped marked VOC. We will also have some available 

on the mission table.  

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST – DEC. 17
TH

  

All men and boys are welcome to join us for our men's breakfast on Saturday, Dec. 17th from 8-9:30am at 

our church, and we are inviting our friends from the Methodist and Episcopal churches as well.  Mike 

O'Donnell from our church will be sharing his testimony.  Hope to see you there 
 

                         CAN YOU HELP DELIVER POINSETTIAS? 

Following the service on December 18th, we would greatly appreciate help in delivering poinsettia plants to our 

Octogenarians and shut- ins.  Thank you, Carolyn Bent 

 

UPCOMING CHRISTMAS SERVICES! 

Please plan to be with us for the Christmas Pageant next Sunday, Dec. 18
th

 at 5PM!  The Cookie Walk will 

also be that night.  Then plan to be with us on Christmas Eve for the 5PM Family Service (with JoySpring 

singing) or the 7PM Candlelight Service (with the choir and bells).  Then join us on Christmas Day at 

10AM for an intimate service in the Chapel downstairs.  Bring a friend or family! 

 

BAKERS NEEDED FOR COOKIE WALK – DEC. 18
TH

 

The Annual Cookie Walk fundraiser for the music program will take place immediately following the 

Children's Pageant next Sunday, December 18th at 5:30 pm.  If you need last minute cookies for your 

guests, the cookie walk is a great time to stock up.  Anyone willing to bake a couple dozen cookies or bars 

(i.e. brownies, cranberry bars, turtles) should leave them in the kitchen before the morning service.  

Cookies should be ready to serve, and labeled (Nuts, No nuts, Gluten free, Sugar free, etc.) 
 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVgJ_qiM_JAhXDrD4KHZiCDgoQjRwICTAA&url=http://www.christmastimeclipart.com/category/christmas-flower-clipart.html&psig=AFQjCNHDVTgOofwgOpWhA6TPqgv-bicn2w&ust=1449760491867001
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PRAYER TIME CARDS 

We are encouraging people to speak to a pastor upstairs before the service if you want a prayer lifted up on 

Sunday morning, or you can fill out a blue card (located at a table near the front entrance, outside the 

sanctuary and in the pews) and give it to a Deacon or Pastor. Thanks! 

 

DISMAS HOUSE 

Our church goes on the first Thursday of the month to cook and serve a meal with the people of Dismas 

House, a home for ex-prisoners.  If you would like to help, be in touch with Karen Hutchinson at 

millarhutch@aol.com.  We will go again Thursday, January 5th. Donations of Stop and Shop cards are 

greatly appreciated to help with the shopping for the meals!  Thank you. 

 

GROCERY CARDS  

        2016 Goal:  $10,000               2016    YTD Sales:  $7,838.00 

Welcome Here! Join us in fulfilling our commitment to our Church's operation budget for 2016. We will 

need our faithful supporters as well as many new ones to accomplish this goal. How does it work? We 

purchase grocery gift cards in bulk at a discounted rate. We then sell the cards to you at face value. It's 

easy. Stop by our table after worship on Sundays for more information or contact one of us and we will 

deliver them to you. Karen Hutchinson at 508.870.1782 or millarhutch@aol.com or Nancy Quimby at 

774.249.4431 or nquimby11@gmail.com or Sally Petersen at sbpetersen4@gmail.com and 366.5169. 
 

 

COFFEE HOUR 

Would you like to serve by helping out with the coffee hour after church downstairs?  Please look for the 

sign-up downstairs on the coffee hour table.  Email Suzanne Arpante at sbarpante@aol.com. Thanks! 

 

JOIN US FOR PLAYGROUP 

We meet in the nursery downstairs on Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00am.  Questions call  

Sandy Horton  508-410-9000  

 
 

Pastor Paul Sangree, Senior Pastor – phsangree@gmail.com 

Rev. Elaine S. Gaetani, Pastor of Spiritual Development - revelaineg@aol.com 

Wendy Reardon, Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries - wendysreardon@yahoo.com 

Clayton Heidbreder, Minister of Music/Organist – claytonlh1@gmail.com 

Sue Menzel, Director of Bells – westcongmusic@gmail.com 

Linda Hartley, Pastoral Associate – lhartley@ants.edu 

Office hours: Mon & Fri 9-1, Tues,Wed,Thurs. 9-2,Church office phone 508/366-2000 

General Church email – westboroucc@verizon.net    Church website www.uccwestboro.org 

www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough 
 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:millarhutch@aol.com
mailto:nquimby11@gmail.com
mailto:sbpetersen4@gmail.com
mailto:sbarpante@aol.com
mailto:revelaineg@aol.com
mailto:wendysreardon@yahoo.com
mailto:westcongmusic@gmail.com
mailto:westboroucc@verizon.net
http://www.facebook.com/TheCongregationalChurchofWestborough
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwvfCqhJTPAhVIGD4KHV7DAYYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.wpclipart.com/signs_symbol/handicap/&bvm=bv.133053837,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG69Sn5bMgp_MEiNN32BqeU_nzd-A&ust=1474120324852005
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CALENDAR   DEC 11
th
 - DEC 18

th     
 

Dec 11 Sunday – Advent III 

9:00 AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

11:15 AM New Person Get Together/Chapel 

4:30 PM Parish Life Caroling & pizza/Vestry 
5:30 PM GSA/Vestry 
 

Dec 12 Monday  

Noon PCC Board/Kerygma Room 

2:15 PM GSA/Vestry 

7:00 PM Men’s Group/Chapel 

7:30 PM  AA/Nursery 

7:30 PM  BSA Comm/Kerygma Room 
 

Dec 13  Tuesday 
7:00 PM  Trustees/Kerygma Room 

7:00 PM  Festival Ringers 
 

Dec 14 Wednesday 

9:30 AM Playgroup/Nursery 

3:30 PM Journey Home Singers/Choir Room 

6:00 PM Alpha 

7:00 PM Choir rehearsal 

7:30 PM JoySpring rehearsal 
 

Dec 15  Thursday 

10:00 AM  Staff Meeting/Kerygma Room 

11:00 AM  PCC/Fannie Forbes Room 

6:00 PM  1
st
 Year Confirmation/Kerygma Room 

6:30 PM  BSA/Vestry 

7:00 PM  Celtic Harp Concert/Chapel 
 

Dec 16  Friday  
2:15 PM  GSA/Kerygma Room 
 

Dec 17 Saturday  

8:00 AM Men’s Breakfast/Vestry 

9AM Pageant rehearsal/Sanctuary 
 

Dec 18 Sunday – Advent IV (Pastor Paul preaching) 

9AM Bible Study/Chapel 

10:00 AM Worship & Church School 

5:00 PM Christmas Pageant & Cookie Walk 
 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwij8JvSjc_JAhXKeT4KHfZ9BJwQjRwICTAA&url=https://www.pinterest.com/mycutegraphics/christmas-clip-art/&psig=AFQjCNHNDBCYE_WdyHPWHkzuntm7WoI9KA&ust=1449761783649502
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OUR CHURCH HAS A FACEBOOK PAGE   LIKE US ON FACEBOOK! 
 

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER TOO!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POINSETTIAS 
 

The Flower Committee is taking orders for poinsettias for display in the Sanctuary on Sunday, 
December 18th. Plants will be delivered to octogenarians and shut-ins.  Send your order and 
check (made out to "The Congregational Church of Westborough" noting Flower Committee on memo 
section) to the church office BY TUESDAY, DEC. 13TH 
 

#________ of plants at $12 each.      $___________ total 
 

Plants are given (please note which) in memory of or in honor of: (Please print clearly) 
 

FOR: 
___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
FROM: 

___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 
___________________________________________________ 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=like+us+on+facebook+logo&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4m5GXumYiZbFPM&tbnid=yDEnWos56gGPUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.brandsoftheworld.com/logo/facebook-11&ei=BiuuUdPfJOPI0QG0sYHgDw&bvm=bv.47244034,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNGW0OGkr-SJZvOMeS-j8siGjEn8Pw&ust=1370455149658018
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://pixgood.com/twitter-logo-icon-png.html&ei=qRVmVMTAJNKbyATi24CgCA&bvm=bv.79142246,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGrj1ov5IVv4oZIVZ7kRy6Sf8rOQQ&ust=1416062723939889

